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Summary Report  
Consultation on the Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) opened on the 14 
October 2025 and closed on 4 November 2025.  
The Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) is our guiding document which 
helps us balance our finances and plan for our city’s future.  
A summary report and a full report of consultation feedback is available in this document.  

How we engaged 
• 11,000+ were notified of the via the Our Adelaide newsletter  

• 9,500+ direct emails sent to City of Adelaide ratepayers   

• 3 in person drop-in sessions were held 

• Social media promotion across Linkedin, Facebook and Instagram 
Drop-in Sessions  

Where Date Time 

Hutt Street Library 
235 Hutt St, Adelaide SA 5000 

Tuesday 21 October  10:00am – 12:00pm 

North Adelaide Library  
176 Tynte St, North Adelaide SA 5000  

Thursday 23 October  2:00pm – 4:00pm 

City of Adelaide – Customer Centre 
25 Pirie St, Adelaide SA 5000 

Wednesday 29 October  10:00am – 12:00pm 

 

• Requests to meet with a staff member at any time was also made available.  

• Hard copies of the LTFP were distributed to all City of Adelaide community centres, 
libraries and customer centre. 

Feedback and engagement  
During the consultation period, the Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) had 
the following feedback and engagement: 

• 553 people visited the webpage 

• 180 downloads were made of the Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long Term Financial Plan 
(LTFP) 

• 31 contributions were made to the survey  

• 23,870 views on social media   
• 3 people provided feedback face-to-face 

• 1 submission was made via email  
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Community Feedback  

Who we heard from 

 

What we heard 

Do you support the overall financial approach proposed by council on the Long-Term Financial Plan 
(LTFP)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

65% live in Adelaide, 19% live in North Adelaide 
and 16% live outside of the City of Adelaide.

90% of all respondents were City of Adelaide 
ratepayers.

55% or respondents were aged 
between 25-49 years old.
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Summary of what we heard: 
Consultation on the Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) focused on key 
priorities and projects, including Council’s approach to maintaining our roads, buildings and 
infrastructure; 
Funding for the renewal of significant assets (Adelaide Bridge, Torrens Weir and Rundle St UPark);  
And Upgrading our Park Lands community buildings. 
 

Overall, 55% of respondents agreed or were neutral toward Council’s proposed financial approach 
in the LTFP, while 45% disagreed. Most respondents (74%) believed the current condition of 
Council assets was good to excellent. Spreading increased investment into repairing, restoring or 
replacing existing assets over eight years was the preferred option (52%), compared with 6% who 
supported an immediate rate rise to achieve full renewal funding. When considering funding for 
major upgrades, 32% supported the proposed approach, 45% did not support it, and 23% were 
neutral.  
 

Across the consultation, respondents expressed strong views about Council’s financial 
management, spending priorities, and approach to borrowing. Concerns were raised about high 
operating costs and called for improved efficiency, reduced expenditure, and greater transparency.  
 

There was broad opposition to rate increases above CPI, with some noting affordability pressures 
and the need to balance investment with community capacity to pay. Participants also suggested 
delaying or reprioritising revitalisation projects to manage debt and maintain financial stability and 
the need for State funding.  
 

Overall, respondents supported responsible, transparent financial planning that maintains service 
levels and asset quality while ensuring long-term sustainability and community benefit. 
 

How your feedback will be used:  

The City of Adelaide is committed to building a brighter future for both current and future 
generations. The Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) considers the City of Adelaide’s ongoing and 
future needs for maintenance, renewal and new investment.  

To ensure the most efficient and effective use of limited resources, the LTFP helps guide which 
projects are prioritised and when they are delivered. We will continue to work with our community 
to ensure your needs are met while maintaining financial responsibility, and we appreciate the 
valuable feedback received through this consultation. 
All feedback has been provided to Council to help inform decision-making and any adjustments to 
the final Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP). Any decisions made by 
Council will be shared with the community following the meeting to ensure transparency and keep 
you informed of the outcomes. 
 

As the LTFP is reviewed annually to ensure the City of Adelaide remains financially sustainable, 
we welcome the community to continue helping shape Adelaide’s future through future 
conversations and engagement opportunities. 
 
All responses received are included on the following pages. 
 
What we heard from our community  
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In person feedback received  
Feedback received during the in-person suggestions: 
 
Resident 

• Positive feedback on the maintenance of the Park Lands and North Adelaide Golf Cours 
(NAGC) 

• Is against the removal of established trees within NAGC, noting it is now a State 
Government project 

 
Resident  

• LTFP document was easy to digest 
• Suggestion that within the Risk & Opportunities consideration is given to include the level in 

which council will intervene 
 
Community Member 

• Dissatisfied with councils rating framework 
• Has compared to other rates in neighbouring councils and thinks CoA rates for residents 

should be reduced, given strata fees are very high 

 



Draft 2025/26 – 2034/35 Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP)   
 

Formal submissions received  
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Survey Feedback  
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Maintaining our roads, buildings and infrastructure 
In 2024, Council reviewed how we look after our community assets — things like roads, footpaths, parks, lighting, 
and public buildings. This review showed that we needed an extra $14.9 million each year to keep these facilities 
and spaces in good condition and at the standard our community expects. To help fund this, Council created the 
Asset Renewal Repair Fund. This fund helps pay for important maintenance and renewal work. While this is 
usually paid for through Council’s regular income, we’ll use short-term borrowings (repaid within 1–3 years) to help 
manage costs and avoid large rate increases. This will temporarily increase Council’s debt for those years 
(2030/31 – 2032-33).

 This has been done to ensure the community’s ability to pay while still meeting service expectations. This 
approach will help us deliver the level of service outlined in the asset management plans and meet community 
expectations. The 2025/26 to 2034/35 LTFP requires an average rate increase per year of 2.1% above CPI over 3 
years. CPI stands for Consumer Price Index. It measures inflation: how much the cost of everyday goods and 
services (like food, housing, building materials, and transport) changes over time.

Do you have any feedback on this approach?
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Funding replacement of significant assets (roads, buildings & infrastructure)  
We have three significant assets identified in the Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) that need funding to 
replace them:  

• Adelaide Bridge  
• Torrens Weir  
• Rundle St UPark  

 

Last year’s LTFP forecast the following costs to replace the assets in line with the adopted Asset 
Management Plans:  

• Adelaide Bridge would require $60m investment to replace in 2027/28 – 2028/29  
• Torrens Weir would require $40m investment in 2028/29 - 2029/30  

 

Through ongoing engineering investigations and options analysis, the 2025/26 to 2034/35 LTFP forecasts 
have been updated with the following expected cost in today’s dollars:  

• Adelaide Bridge requires $17.5m investment across 2029/30 to 2032/33  
• Torrens Weir requires $23.7m investment across 2029/30 to 2032/33  

 
Rundle St UPark remains consistent with a $15m investment over two years from 2029/30 to extend its 
useful life. 
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The Adelaide Bridge and Torrens Weir are ‘once in a generation’ projects that will have significant cost 
impacts on current ratepayers. Council wishes to ensure that this cost is shared fairly across current and 
future ratepayers. 
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Upgrading our Park Lands community buildings  
In 2024/25 Council committed 1.5% of rates revenue to fund necessary new building and upgrades for our 
Park Lands community buildings. In 2025/26 the 1.5% also covers renewal work (maintenance).  

This investment includes money set aside to renew and maintain community facilities as outlined in the Asset 
Management Plans. Over the life of the plan, this adds up to $34 million, with $23.9 million going towards 
new and major upgraded projects. These larger projects are planned to be funded through borrowings. 
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